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a rate upon "land occupiers dwelling within four
miles" distance from a particular point; to get rid
of the inconveniences, it was enacted that the rate
should be upon the lands and grounds within four
miles, wherever the occupier might happen to
dwell.

It was inevitable that the poor-rate should follow
one or other of these precedents. Either the words
used by the Legislature would be judicially interpreted
so as to cover non-resident persons who had visible
sources of income in the parish, or the Legislature itself
would make it clear that such persons were to be rated.
Just as it was argued that if non-resident occupiers
did not pay church-rates, churches in those days
would come to ruin, so it would be argued that
if non-resident occupiers did not pay poor-rates,
the poor in those days would go in danger of
starvation.

As it happened, the change was made by Parlia-
ment. The act of 1597 (39 Eliz., c. 3), which consoli-
dates and amends the earlier acts, makes occupiers
as well as inhabitants liable to rating. It says: " The
churchwardens of every parish and four substantial
householders there, being subsidy men, or, for want of
subsidy men, four other substantial householders of the
said parish, who shall be nominated yearly in Easter
week, under the hand and seal of two or more justices
of the peace in the same county, whereof one to be
of the quorum, dwelling in or near the same parish,
shall be called overseers of the poor of the same
parish; and they or the greater part of them shall
take order from time to time, by and with the consent
of two or more such justices of peace, for setting to